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TO:   ACEC OKLAHOMA Member Firm Principals 
 
FROM:  Tom Hendrick, PE, Chairman of the Board, ACEC OKLAHOMA  
 
DATE: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
 
RE:  ACEC Political Action Committee (ACEC PAC) 
 
I hope 2010 is off to a good start for you and your firm.  It appears 2010 could shape up to be a critical year for the 
engineering industry.  Several measures that will dramatically affect engineering firms, including our profitability, are 
currently being debated in our nation’s Congress.  These include transportation funding to state DOT’s, funding for 
infrastructure projects (including water and aviation), changes to the federal tax code, and of course, health care reform.  
Each of these has far reaching consequences for engineering firms, including all of us here in Oklahoma.  How well our 
profession does in the coming years will most certainly be affected by decisions made by our federal government this 
year. 
 
2010 is an election year and it is critically important that we elect officials at all levels, including the national level, who 
support pro-business, pro-engineering positions.  ACEC PAC is the primary weapon in our industry’s arsenal that 
facilitates this.  ACEC PAC works in conjunction with ACEC’s legislative program to elect and keep pro-business 
members of Congress in office that support the interests of the engineering industry and create an improved business 
environment for ACEC members.  ACEC PAC is bipartisan and operates out in the open in full compliance with the 
Federal Election Campaign Act and applicable state laws. 
 
Because of these critical issues, we need the support of every member to ensure the industry’s concerns are heard on 
Capitol Hill.  Supporting ACEC PAC is the best thing we can do to make sure engineering firms have a voice at the table 
when key decisions are made affecting our future.  I often hear engineering colleagues complain our industry is not 
looked upon in the same way that doctors and lawyers are viewed.  One reason for this is we don’t elect and support 
officials key to our industry in the same manner as doctors and lawyers.  This is your chance to help change that. 
 
Over the years, support of ACEC PAC by ACEC OKLAHOMA members has been embarrassingly low.  Last year, for 
example, ACEC OKLAHOMA members contributed a mere $1,420 to ACEC PAC.  Conversely, since 2007 ACEC 
PAC has contributed over $12,000 to the Oklahoma Congressional Delegation, with another $4,000 budgeted for the 
2009-2010 election cycle. 
 
Simply put, ACEC OKLAHOMA members are not holding up our end of the bargain! 
 
I am asking that you and each of your partners/principals of your firm make a donation to the ACEC PAC.  Our goal is 
to raise at least $8,900 from ACEC Oklahoma members in 2010.  Currently we have 71 member firms, so if each 
Principal from each firm were to give at least $100 (or more), we would surpass our goal for the first time in history.  Of 
course the more we raise, the bigger the voice we have before Congress.  
 
And, attached is information on the annual ACECPAC Annual Convention Sweepstakes for which minimum $200 
contribution enters you in the drawing for $18,000 in cash prizes! 
 
Federal law requires that all donations must be made with individual checks or credit cards.  Before ACEC can accept 
your donation, you must fill out a “Pac Prior Approval Form” and return it to ACEC.  Both the “Prior Approval” and 
“Contribution” forms are attached for your use should you choose to make a contribution.   
 
The ACEC OKLAHOMA Board and I ask your and your partners to please make a contribution to ACEC PAC.  A 
member of the ACEC OKLAHOMA Board will follow up with you soon by phone.  In the meantime, please contact me 
(thendrick@wallacesc.com) or Jim Sullins or me if you have any questions. 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 


